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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1 . A method of performing configuration or control of a subsystem, 
comprising: providing together with the subsystem a configuration/control unit having a 
controller portion (113) and a storage portion (115) storing configuration parameters; the 
configuration/control unit receiving an activation signal; and the configuration/control unit, 
in response to tiie activation signal, performing configuration or confa-ol of the subsystem 
(1 10), including storing at least one configuration parameter at a location (1 1 1) within the 
subsystem. 

2 . The method of claim 1 whereia the subsystem ( 1 1 0) is a hardware 
subsystem, and the configuration/control unit is a hardware configuration/contiol unit. 

3 . The method of claim 1 wherein the hardware subsystem (110) and the 
hardware configuration/conti-ol unit are provided togetiier within the same integrated circuit. 

4. The method of claim 1 wherein the activation signal is a 
configuration/control ID. 

5. The method of claim 4 wherein the configuration/control unit is responsive 
to multiple different configuration/contiol ps for performing different corresponding 
configuration or control actions with respect to tiie subsystem (1 10). 

6. A subsystem ha.ving self-configuration capabilities, comprising: a register 
section (1 1 1) including multiple registers, the subsystem fimctioning differentiy depending 
on contents of the registers; and a configuration/control unit having a contioller portion 

(1 13) and a storage portion (1 15) storing configuration parameters; wherein flie 
configuratioii/contiol unit is responsive to an activation signal for performing configuration 
or control of the subsystem (1 10), including storing at least one configuration parameter at a 
location (1 1 1) within tiie subsystem (110). 

7. The apparatiis of claim 6 wherein subsystem (1 10) is a hardware subsystem, 
and the configuration/control unit is a hardware configuration/control unit. 

8. The apparatus of claim 7 wherein the hardware subsystan ( 1 1 0) and tiie 
hardware configuration/control unit are provided together within the same integrated circuit. 

9. The apparatus of claim 6 wherein the activation signal is a 
configuration/control ID. 
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10. The apparatus of claim 9 wherein the configuration/control unit is responsive 
to multiple different configuration/control IDs for performing different coxresponding 
configuration or control actions with respect to the subsystem (1 10). 



